











* Should community participation, in a Church context, be formed of spe-
cific interest groups concerned with, for example, justice and peace, or
family life? Groups could also aim at a common goal (but always with a
family focus), such as fundraising for a new church or shrine.

e Can families bring their religious principles and values into the arenas in
which communities address their social, economic, or political problems?

* In his call to respond to “the cry of the poor” and “the cry of the earth,”
Pope Francis invites the whole Church community — at whatever level is
appropriate — to address these issues. How can communities in differ-
ent situations respond together?

* How can the synodal approach be built into Church and community
interactions in the future?

* Mourning is a difficult experience. Yet, our “Sister, Bodily Death” — as
Saint Francis of Assisi called it — is a universal experience. How can we
prepare, as a family, to support, considerately and confidently, one an-
other when our relatives, neighbours and loved ones are called to God?

PROPOSED ACTIONS

¢ |dentify the communities or networks we could join and to which we
can contribute (neighbours in the same village or district, families in a
given parish or movement, parents in the same school or in the same
Scout group, religious congregations, other apartment tenants in the
same building, advocacy groups) and see which bonds of solidarity,
closeness, sharing, synergy and reciprocity are possible. Be ready to be
challenged, to be enriched and inspired, and to contribute and learn.

e Use the See-Judge-Act methodology:
= “See” to discover the needs and study the situation;
= “Judge” with discernment, prayer and the help of Scripture;
» “Act” with shared decision making and community commitment for

given activities, participation and monitoring.

* Work with children and grandchildren to create a list of volunteer pro-
jects or donations to be made during school holidays, benefiting mem-
bers of the family, neighbourhood, district, or village.
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