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Special Olympics: 
Inclusive Sports Starts Here



Why does a sports organization 
claim to be a social and spiritual change 
organization?

People with intellectual 
disabilities are a forgotten 
population creating enormous 
injustice, intolerance and 
inactivity.  

IVES GREEN (58 years)
1st US athlete to die from COVID-19

“Ives had a lot more living to 
do.”
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On Average, in the United States…
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On Average U.S. Special Olympics Team
of 10 Athletes…

Based on Special Olympics Healthy Athletes screenings occurring between 2017–2018, resulting in over 400,000 observationsB d S i l Ol i H lth Athl tBased on Special Olympics Healthy Athletes screen b t 2017 2018 lti i 400 000 b ti



The Missing Billion
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Multiple Barriers to Achieving Health Equity

• Inadequate education 
for health professionals 

• Low levels of health promotion and 
screening

• Ineffective communication and 
inaccessible materials

• Lack of user-friendly health 
systems and follow-up care

• Lack of inclusive policies



Niyibikora Malachie –June 2017









ATHLETE LEADERSHIP
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Injustice Justice



“The average child today spends less than three years playing a sport, 
quitting by age 11, most often because the sport just isn’t fun anymore.”

~ The Aspen Institute  

• Above all, parents want sports to be fun for their children.
• Parents believe their kids are having fun.
• To keep them playing, many parents are willing to spend lots of money. 
• Kids from lower-income homes participate less often.
• Travel is now the costliest feature in youth sports.



Ponaganset High School’s 
Pledge 

“As a member of the Ponaganset family, I pledge to look 
for the lonely, the isolated, the left out, the challenged and 
the bullied.  I pledge to overcome the fear of difference 
and replace it with the power of inclusion.  I CHOOSE TO 
INCLUDE!”



Evan and Jay: Transformers
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Niyibikora Malachie – March 2019


